
The newest asset in the MATHCOUNTS portfolio is getting a boost from the National Defense Education 
Program (NDEP), a top-level initiative within the Department of Defense to instruct the next generation of 
mathematicians, scientists, and engineers who choose careers in defense research and development.

The MATHCOUNTS Club Program (MCP), only in its second year, dovetails well with NDEP’s STEM learning and 
diversity goals by encouraging a broad range of schools, teachers, and students to engage in mathematics in a 
supportive, fun, and participation-based club format.  “America has a critical need for problem solvers to help 
us meet the challenges of tomorrow,” says Robert McGahern, the Director of NDEP.  “By building math interest 
and skills now, our middle school students can keep their future career options open.  Someday, they just might 
want to be scientists or engineers working on the forward edge of some of the most difficult and demanding 
technical problems facing our nation.” To do that, they will need to exercise their math brains in middle school.

Accessible, Participatory, Rewarding

Like athletics, kids of different abilities can participate in MATHCOUNTS competitions at the school level, but only the most talented 
eight students from any participating school can compete at the chapter level and attempt to advance to the State and National 
Competitions.  The MCP is intended to complement this successful formula by providing additional options for kids who either are 
not part of their school’s top eight or who may prefer a noncompetitive, participatory learning and social environment.

Tyson Tuchscherer, Special Assistant to the NDEP Director, knows firsthand the value of inclusiveness in math education.  “The 
dilemma for us math teachers is how to gather in the far greater number of kids who enjoy math but may not be comfortable in 
the highly rigorous aspects of regional and national competitions that appeal to our most capable students,” says Tuchscherer.  “A 
school math club gives us the ability to reach out with fun activities to foster excitement in math and to keep up the level of interest 
with prizes and awards.”

 

A Part of Something Big

Seventy-eight percent of the scientists and engineers who work in Department of Defense (DoD) laboratories and engineering 
centers are in math-centric disciplines including physics, mathematics, and mechanical, electrical, computer, and other types of 
engineering.  Educating enough of these technology experts for America’s future workforce all starts with middle school math.

“Engaging, hands-on math activities cast a broader net for our future pool of math, science, and engineering talent,” says 
Tuchscherer.  To have the necessary academic background for entry into the defense research community, students must have taken 
at least Algebra I and II by the time they graduate from high school.  “Math achievement in middle school lays the groundwork for 
stimulating degree programs and careers later in students’ lives,” Tuchscherer says.

According to Dr. William Rees, Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Laboratories and Basic Sciences, “If our students don’t begin 
taking more advanced math in middle school, they have already lost the chance to be part of DoD’s future technical workforce.”

“The MATHCOUNTS Club Program is a perfect vehicle for encouraging the ‘inner mathematician’ in kids who might not otherwise 
aspire to careers in math, science, and engineering,” adds NDEP’s McGahern.  That element of inclusiveness is what inspired NDEP 
to throw its support behind the MCP.

NDEP’s involvement in the MCP will allow the club kits to be distributed free-of-charge to more schools and coaches and will 
support the awards and prizes that are instrumental in motivating kids to join in.
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