
60% of the time, Alli  is able to grab an oRAnGE from the branch that is 1 METER  

above the water, and 30% of the time she is able to grab an oRAnGE from the branch that is  

1.5 METERS above the water. When she grabs an oRAnGE from one branch, she moves on to the 

other branch; however, when Alli doesn’t grab an oRAnGE she tries again at that same height. 

If she starts with the lower branch and continues to alternate between the two branches,  

whAT IS ThE PRoBABILITy associated with the most likely scenario in which she gets  

exactly 2 oRAnGES, one from each branch, in hER FIRST 5 ATTEMPTS?  

Express your answer as a common fraction.
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Continued article from page 3. 
Meadowbrook School Transforms Students Into Math Warriors 
At our independent school, we have talented lower-school math teachers who excite kids about counting at an 
early age, ensuring there is palpable love of mathematics in our hallways. But the key to turning this passion for 
math into an epidemic here has been creating new opportunities for making problem solving fun and exciting.

The Meadowbrook math department  is committed to incorporating more problem solving in classes. Some  
examples of this commitment include incorporating warm-ups into classroom instruction that will improve students’ number sense and complex counting abilities 
as well as supporting school-wide involvement in national and international math contests. We have signed up for state math leagues to offer students more 
opportunities to compete in mathematics and make new friends at other schools who share their love of mathematics.               

In addition, many students are so excited about math that they select a MATHCOUNTS academic elective, which meets once a week for a 45-minute period and also 
for one optional morning meeting, instead of a host of other electives ranging from robotics to debate.

In 2009, nearly 15 percent of the 110 middle-school students chose the MATHCOUNTS elective, a number that has grown from four percent when we first offered 
the elective five years ago.  

What makes this more notable is that 40 percent of students who signed up for the MATHCOUNTS class – and half of our school’s champions – have been girls. This 
speaks to the program’s success in addressing gender differences that seem to be prevalent between boys and girls in mathematics.

With the hard work of our admissions committee and development office, we have had many new families over the last several years come to Meadowbrook because 
we have a reputation as a school where those who love mathematics not only are celebrated, but have plenty of company. 

Learn more about Meadowbrook School’s MATHCOUNTS program at www.meadowbrook-ma.org/academics/MathCounts.html

Fundraising and Development for 
MATHCOUNTS in Uncertain Financial Times 
By Clay Battin, MATHCOUNTS Director of Development 
The current, difficult financial times have impacted everyone -- from individuals 
to large corporations. When this happens, non-profits begin to feel the stinging 
consequences of donors cutting back their traditional giving.   

As a non-profit, MATHCOUNTS relies heavily on the generosity of corporate 
and individual donations to support all of its operating costs. When donors 
tighten their belts, many donations and pools of donors dry up, making  
it much more challenging for non-profit organizations to raise money.  

In fact, in a recent study performed by the Giving USA Foundation, it was 
noted that overall in 2007 charitable giving was down $6.4 billion or 5.7 
percent nationwide across all philanthropic sectors. This has had the effect 
of increasing competition among non-profits for the smaller pool of dollars 
available from donors. This increased competition resulted in numerous 
charities and non-profits ceasing operation in 2007, with more non-profits 
expected to falter this year and next year.  

But despite the tumultuous economic environment, individual giving  
currently accounts for 71 percent of all annual donations.    

MATHCOUNTS is not immune to these economic and donation realities, 
especially in regards to our corporate partners. As corporations nationwide 
cut or freeze charitable spending, MATHCOUNTS has felt the pain with 
several corporate sponsors either scaling back or entirely cutting their annual 
contributions. This has caused a re-examination of the fundraising strategies 
and tactics employed by MATHCOUNTS and the implementation of new  
tactics targeting new donors.  

One of the major changes in fundraising is the increased use of electronic 
communication with donors, especially individual donors. These new electronic 
campaigns are more cost effective, and allow for more direct targeting of 
specific groups of potential donors. It is our hope that these new e-campaigns 
will result in increased donations from individuals as well as the re-engagement 
of former Mathletes and past donors. 

We urge you to register through our website – www.mathcounts.org –  
in order to ensure that MATHCOUNTS has your latest contact information. 
However, you can also opt not to receive these new e-campaigns during  
the registration process.  

As MATHCOUNTS is not clear of the troubled financial waters yet, it is 
our sincere hope that you choose to show your support and donate to 
MATHCOUNTS. You can make donations through the website; simply look  
for the “Donate Now” button on every page of www.mathcounts.org.  

Your contribution of $50, $100, $200 or more will enable the 
uninterrupted continuity of programs from MATHCOUNTS, allowing 
every middle school in the country access to our free programs and 
materials. It also will allow for the continued refinement and improvement of 
these materials and the expansion of our programs to reach more students. 

Every dollar donated helps to ensure the MATHCOUNTS Foundation’s financial 
security and longevity, enabling us to ensure America’s global competitiveness 
by inspiring excellence, confidence and curiosity in U.S. middle school students 
through fun and challenging math programs.

College Students Team Up with Middle 
Schools through MATHCOUNTS Outreach 
By Phillip Mote, Founder of MATHCOUNTS Outreach at University of Georgia 
Two years ago, I entered my freshman year at the University of Georgia with  
a passion to spread the joy of learning and math to middle-school students.  
I decided to coach a MATHCOUNTS team at Clarke Middle School once a week 
with the help of a friend. 

The following year, I established 
MATHCOUNTS Outreach at UGA, 
a student organization dedicated 
to expanding MATHCOUNTS  
math-enrichment opportunities 
in the Athens area and providing 
middle-school students with 
much-needed individual attention 
and mentoring from college students. 

The response has been extraordinary. 
The organization has grown to 
incorporate the efforts of more than 25 college students who are coaching 
over 100 students at seven Athens-Clarke County middle schools.

MATHCOUNTS Outreach at UGA is a unique collaborative effort between the 
Athens-Clarke County schools and students from the University of Georgia. 
Middle-school math teachers and college students work side-by-side to engage 
the middle-school students in weekly coaching sessions, preparing them for 
MATHCOUNTS competitions. 

In the spring of 2010, we will host the inaugural UGA Outreach Competition, 
which will give the entire group of Mathletes the opportunity to showcase and 
compete with their newfound skills - and have lots of fun at the same time.

Much of our success is due to the extraordinary efforts of our energetic 
student executive board. At the beginning of the school year, we reached 
out to principals and math teachers at local schools to introduce them to 
MATHCOUNTS and launch a partnership so groups of UGA students could 
coach MATHCOUNTS programs at their schools. 

We also recruited a large volunteer base of UGA students, including personal 
friends, students in campus organizations with related missions, and students 
majoring in mathematics, science, and education-related fields. 

Establishing a group of enthusiastic, committed students eager to share  
their spark and love for mathematics is crucial to ensuring that this effort  
will be a success for many years into the future,” said Jenny Taylor, 
membership coordinator.

The UGA student coaches, many of whom are former Mathletes, find coaching 
to be a highly rewarding experience. 

I remember the excitement of preparing for and competing in MATHCOUNTS 
when I was in middle school, and it built in me a lifelong love of math,” said 
Tori Akin, a junior at UGA majoring in math and a former Mathlete. “Now that 
my role has reversed, I love being a part of the students’ interaction with the 
subject and hope to inspire them in a similar way.” 

Another coach, freshman Lance White said: “Assisting with MATHCOUNTS is 
an amazing opportunity to help mathematically gifted middle-school students 
to further develop their skills. But most importantly, it allows you as a coach to 
establish a lasting and impacting relationship that truly makes a difference in 
the lives of students.”

I am thrilled by the organization’s growth and by its positive impact on both 
middle-school students and the UGA students who serve as coaches and 
mentors. I hope to build on our successes and expand the program to even 
more schools in the Athens area in the coming years. 

Developing MATHCOUNTS programs in my community has been one of  
the highlights of my college career, and I would encourage college students 
and other MATHCOUNTS alumni to share their enthusiasm for math with 
middle-school students in their areas.

Phillip Mote is a junior at the University of Georgia. For more 
information about this outstanding outreach initiative, contact  
Mote at pmote88@gmail.com.

“

“

MATHCOUNTS Contact Information: 
1420 King Street  |   Alexandria, VA 22314
Office: 703-299-9006  |  Email: info@mathcounts.org
www.mathcounts.org 
 

C
u

t a
lo

n
g

 th
e
 d

o
tte

d
 lin

e
 to

 cre
a
te

 a
 fa

b
u

lo
u

s M
A

TH
C

O
U

N
TS

 p
o

ste
r! 

Coach Sumant Bhat with Meadowbrook School’s Mathletes.


