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Former MATHCOUNTS Alumnus Devotes Career to Helping  
Talented Students  
Jonathan Wai, Ph.D., is a psychologist, writer, and research scientist at the Duke University Talent 
Identification Program (Duke TIP). What you may not know is that he is also a MATHCOUNTS alumnus 
from the early 1990s and credits the MATHCOUNTS Competition Program for inspiring his passion for 
math and for lifelong learning. 
 
Dr. Wai started his MATHCOUNTS career at Whatcom Middle School in Bellingham, Washington. 
“MATHCOUNTS helped me grow a deeper appreciation for mathematics, yet it also helped me develop 
humility because I recognized that even among the very best math students, some are much better than 
others. Even though I am now a psychologist, the elegance of mathematical thinking pervades the way  
I conduct research, which I believe is a form of ‘controlled creativity’.” 
 
It was this love of math that inspired Wai to pursue degrees in psychology and mathematics at Claremont McKenna College. He later earned his 
doctorate in psychology from Vanderbilt University, where he taught at Peabody College.  
 
Dr. Wai is an expert on multiple issues surrounding the development of intellectual and creative talent. At Duke TIP, Wai is a research scientist 
and studies gifted students to help uncover ways to best facilitate the development of their talent. His dissertation work, for example, was on 
a concept called ‘educational dose,’ which essentially captures the idea that a greater amount of intellectual stimulation and engagement is 
related to greater educational and occupational achievement, and perhaps even lifelong learning. “I chose to work at Duke TIP because of the 
opportunities to study remarkable students. By studying these brilliant people perhaps we can uncover ways to help enhance their talents and 
also unlock some of the mind’s mysteries.” 
 
Wai’s work has been highlighted by the New York Times, Scientific American, Wired, Reuters, and Education Week and has been discussed 
in reports by the National Academy of Sciences, National Science Board, and The Journal Science. He has a recurring column in Psychology 
Today called “Finding the Next Einstein: Why Smart is Relative”, where research findings in the areas of intelligence, creativity, psychology and 
education are discussed. Dr. Wai has been awarded multiple international Mensa Awards for Research Excellence for his work on intelligence 
and creativity. 
 
Wai recently joined the MATHCOUNTS Board of Directors to continue to help middle school students find their own passions for mathematics.  
“I joined the board to help MATHCOUNTS in their efforts to promote math literacy and math excellence.  How we educate the brightest math 
students of America today will directly impact how bright our future is tomorrow. I hope that when tomorrow comes, we will look back and 
know that we did everything we could to ensure the prosperity of this great country.”

 

MATHCOUNTS Meets Minnesota’s Midway Stadium 
If the first six jersey numbers are 1, 2, 5, 10, 17 and 26, then what is the seventh 
jersey number? 
 
That was the math question posed at Minnesota’s Midway Stadium, home of the 
St. Paul Saints minor league baseball team. In early summer, the Minnesota Society 
of Professional Engineers (MnSPE) held a fun spring social with their families 
and other members of the Minnesota Federation of Engineering, Science, and 
Technology Societies (www.mfests.org). The engineers held a tailgating  
picnic beforehand. 
 

The Saints are known for a holding a variety of wacky events during the game.  
At this particular game, Midway Stadium posted on their scoreboard a baseball-related 
math question while the engineering groups were introduced to the crowd. 
 
When the question was announced, the MATHCOUNTS logo was also displayed. 
This was a great way to recognize the group of engineers and MATHCOUNTS 
chapter coordinators while doing something fun and math-related that gave 
MATHCOUNTS some good exposure. 
 
Katie Jamieson, Minnesota state MATHCOUNTS coordinator, spearheaded the 
effort. She is the associate director with the Minnesota Society of Professional 
Engineers and is in her eighth year of coordinating MATHCOUNTS in Minnesota. 
She oversees chapter competitions and plans and runs the state competition.  
 
The answer to the math question? 37. 

MATHCOUNTS Contact Information: 
1420 King Street  |   Alexandria, VA 22314
Office: 703-299-9006  |  Email: info@mathcounts.org
www.mathcounts.org 
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On planet Forux one full day lasts 34  hours,  

1 7  hours of light and 1 7  hours of darkness.  

It is currently the beginning of the 24 th hour (23:00) of the day 

on both Forux and Earth. After how many hours will  

the time on Forux and the time on  

Earth next be same?
Jonathan Wai, Ph.D.




